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Emblem 7. 
 

 

 

 

Non tibi sed religioni.
1
 

 

Isidis
2
 effigiem tardus gestabat asellus,         

     Pando uerenda
3
 dorso habens mysteria.  

Obuius ergo Deam quisquis reuerenter adorat,   

     Pias  ; genibus concipit flexis preces. 

Ast asinus tantum præstari credit honorem4 

         Sibi, & intumescit5 admodùm superbiens,6  

Donec eum flagris compescens7 dixit agaso,8 

    Non es Deus tu9 aselle, sed Deum uehis.
10

 

 

 

 

Textual Variants________________________________________________________________ 
1
31]NON TIBI SED RELIGIONI.   47,51,67,77,83]Non tibi, sed religioni.   21]Non tibi 

sed Religioni.   
2
21]ISIDIS   

3
47,51,67,77,83]verenda   

4
31]honorem,   

5
77,83,21]intumescit,   

6
31]superbiens.   51,67,77,83,21]superbiens:    

7
77,83,21]compescens,   

8
67]Agaso:   21]agaso:   

9
77,83,21]tu,   

10
47,51,67,77,83]vehis 

 

Commentary___________________________________________________________________ 

PICTURE source: Aesop (see Tung, Emblematica 4,2:321). variant: 31 has the simplest 

design, one worshiper kneeling in front of the ass, the shrine in the form of a thin plaque on its 

back, and to its rear the driver with the raised whip. In 34, following 31 in reverse, the shrine 

resembles a temple porch with the goddess visible under it and the worshipers increased to six or 

more. In 47/83 the shrine becomes larger and heavier, providing a better shelter against the 

elements, whereas 51 returns to the lighter and thinner shrine of 34, moves the driver forward 

near the shoulder of the ass, and changes the whip into a rod. In 67 the whole picture is drawn 

from the driver's point of view, who stays at the rear of the ass as in 47 and raises his whip high 

in the air. In 77 the forward position of the driver in 51 is retained as well as the rod, but the 

shrine is changed into a statue of Isis, who holds a plant in her left hand and the number of 

worshipers is reduced to four, whereas in 21 the ass is dwarfed by an oversized statue of Isis, 

who is holding a dead branch in her right and a ship in her left hand, the driver is at the ass's 

head, threatening it with the rod, and only three worshipers are visible. How much did 

contemporary Aesop illustrations influence the designs in Alciato is a subject for further study. 
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Emblem 7. Non tibi sed religioni. Ass under load & driver. 

 

 

 

1531, f. B7r. 1534, p. 39. 1546 (nonexistent). 

 

  

1547, n. 35, p. 37. 1551, p. 13. 1567, n. 150, p. 150. 

 
 

 

 

1577, n. 7. 1583, n. 7, p. 48. 1621, n. 7. 

 


